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SVdP Adult Learning Center closes the books on a successful session
and celebrates a good year
-by Sr. Bonita Sniegowski, GED instructor




From the Board Room.....
-by Elaine Selle
Highlights from the SVdP monthly board meeting, held on May 27, 2010.




National Council News

-from President Joseph Flannigan

June 1, 2010

Dear Brother and Sister Vincentians,

Tornados struck Oklahoma on May 10-11, 2010. Multiple tornados devastated
the area; nearly 1,500 buildings and homes were damaged and 280 homes were destroyed.

Thousands were impacted this disaster. People lost everything. Many have been displaced and rendered
homeless, many were injured.

The Council of Oklahoma is working hard to respond to the need. There are thirty seven
members of the Society in Oklahoma working tirelessly to help the victims.

The National Council has already sent emergency funds. More is needed to assist those
in need of services to help put their lives back together. There is a need for more funds to help the
homeless and suffering. We are appealing for your help on behalf of the Oklahoma victims of these
disasters. Please mail your check, noting “Oklahoma Disaster Relief,” to the National Council of the
United States, or donate on-line at www.svdpusa.org.

Yours in St. Vincent and Blessed Frédéric,
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Joseph Flannigan
President
National Council of the United States

In Memoriam:

Jacob “Jake” Fruchtnicht , Jr.
Jake was an active

Vincentian for over 30 years.
He served in St. Agnes
Conference, and also helped
distribute Thanksgiving and
Christmas baskets to
the needy. Remember to
keep Jake’s family in your
thoughts and prayers.




2010 SVdP Annual National Meeting Update
Value-Added Donation Q & A
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Society of St. Vincent de Paul
National Annual Meeting

September 7- 11,2010
Sheraton New Orleans Hotel

Vincentian Formation
Materials in

Spanish

The Rule, Manual and
Ozanam Orientation Power
Point presentation are now
available from the National

Office.

Order by fax:
314-576-6755

Or by e-mail:
jmorse@svdpusa.org

Catalog number 1201
The Rule:

The Manual:
Ozanam Orientation
PowerPoint on CD:

$2.00
$4.00

Letter From The Spiritual Director of The Society of
St. Vincent de Paul

VINCENTIANS AND THE OIL CRISIS IN THE GULF
- by Fr. Louis Arceneaux, C.M.

I am having a difficult time dealing with this terrible crisis of oil spilling out in the gulf into the
Louisiana marshlands, beaches and moving along to the rest of the Gulf coast.

I ask myself what we Vincentians can do about this situation. To begin with, we can certainly
pray—Pray that the well will be capped sooner than later, pray that more and more of the oil
escaping into the gulf will be picked up in a variety of ways. We can also pray for all the people
affected by this tragedy—the people whose livelihood depends on this industry, from the fishers
and trappers to the processors and restaurants and many others. And yes, we need to pray for the
people of BP that they will accept total responsibility for their terrible mistakes and pay all those
who are losing so much as a result of this tragedy and do their part to remedy the situation We
can pray for all those who are working to remedy this situation, from those devising plans to cap
the well to those in the gulf and on the shores trying to pick up as much oil as possible. We can
also pray for our political leaders, regional, state and national that they will have the wisdom to
make good decisions about handling this situation now and anticipating similar situations in the
future. And lest we forget, we can pray for the entire environment along the coast, including all
the inhabitants of the waters and the land, such as the shrimp, oysters, crabs, fish and our beloved
pelicans.

Beyond prayer, we can also volunteer to help in various ways, both along the coast and wherever
else volunteers are invited. We can also keep ourselves informed about the political issues being
raised and advocate through phone calls and e-mail for safeguards for our coast and for our
marshlands.

A more challenging response to this crisis is one that many of us do not want to address because
it touches the livelihood of many of us and the way of life of even more of us.

What I am referring to is a hard look at our national and our personal dependency on oil.

Others more knowledgeable than I have pointed out that we in south Louisiana cannot have it
both ways. We cannot complain about the destruction of the marshlands and our coasts because
of what oil companies have been doing for years, even before this tragedy, and yet still want to
have all the oil we want to drive our large cars, trucks and SUVs. We cannot complain about this
destruction and still want to depend on the oil industry for so many of our jobs.

St. Vincent de Paul and Blessed Frederic Ozanam challenged the people of their day to look at
their life styles and their priorities. They may be asking the same of us at this time. For the good
of our people, of our land and of our nation, I hope we will have the courage to face this
challenging situation and not just focus our attention on the other guy, in this case, BP, for all the
blame.
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