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Is a publication for the  
Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul and it’s designed to 

inform its 
communities of past, 
present and future 
services and events.  
The Society of St.  
Vincent de Paul is a  

Catholic lay  
organization that offers  
service to the needy  

in the 
 tradition of its founder, 
Blessed Frederic Ozanam 

and its patron,    
 St. Vincent de Paul. 
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Tragedy in Haiti- 
One year later.. 

From the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

As we observe the one year 
anniversary of the devastating 
earthquake in Haiti, the USCCB 
invites all U.S. Catholics to stand 
in prayerful solidarity with the 
citizens of the country.       
                                                
“Haiti and it’s people still very 
much need our prayers and 
solidarity,” said Archbishop 
Thomas Wenski, chairman of the 
special advisory group for Haiti at 
the USCCB. “We join together with 
parishes, catholic schools, youth 
groups, colleges and universities 
from across the country to 
remember the tragic events of that 
fateful afternoon and to respond in 
a faith-filled way.”                                                   
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Catholics around the country took  
part in a novena to Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, that was culminated with 
a celebration of mass on the weekend 
of January 22-23rd. 
 
Other catechetical and reflection 
resources, including didactical 
materials from Catholic Relief 
services, have been collected at a 
special website: 
www.usccb.org/haiti/one-year-
later.shtml.  

 
Find other updates and information 
related to Haiti and the on-going relief 
efforts at: www.usccb.org/haiti. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images 



       

 
  

      

The National Office of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has several year-end charitable giving tips to share 
with fellow Vincentians. 
As we welcome a new year, it is the one time of the year that many individuals think about their personal 
charitable giving. 
 
Charitable Giving 
Consider a charitable contribution to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Recently, the national office mailed 
its Year-End Annual Appeal; which is one of the largest fundraising programs for the National Office.  
Contributions to the appeal help to support the programs and services provided by the National Office to the 
local Councils and Conferences. 
 
Other Tips: 
1. Make your charitable donations and keep your receipt and/or cancelled check. 
2. Use a credit card to make your contributions to ensure your donation can be deducted in the                  

current year. 
3. Consider appreciated stock, rather than cash, when contributing to a charity. 
4. Your tax attorney or financial planning professional can help you determine the full tax advantages   

of your charitable gift. 
 
 
Planned Giving and/or Estate Planning 
While considering your year-end charitable contributions, it may also be a good time to make plans for 
Your estate-your lifetime of accumulated assets. Please consider a gift by “will” to the Society of St.               
Vincent de Paul Council of the United States. A “will” is the most widely used legal document that ensures 
your lifetime assets are distributed as you wish.  Without a legal document, the court will decide how to 
distribute your assets and will take their share of your total estate.  The National Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul has a complement of planned giving devices to assist you.  
For more detailed information, visit www.svdpusa.org and click on ‘donate’. 
Remember: Please consult with your tax attorney or financial planning professional when creating or revising 
your estate plan. 
 
 
National Vehicle Donation Program 
Why not donate your old car, get a tax break for 2010 and do something good for someone?  SVdP’s 
National Vehicle Donation Program will enable you to donate your car, have it picked up within 24 hours 
and get your tax paperwork sent to you. 
No car is refused, and best of all, your donated car-or the money guaranteed from it-will stay in your 
community. 
 
For more information, go to www.svpdusacars.com or call (800) 322-8284. 
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From the Executive Director- 

Year-End Tax Savings Ideas 
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 From the Community Pharmacy- 
St. Anna’s provides mobile services for pharmacy clients 

Beginning Monday, January 31st, 
St. Anna’s Medical Mission 
Mobile Medical Unit will 

provide health and wellness 
screenings for SVdP community 
pharmacy clients. Services will 
be available at the Community 
Pharmacy every Monday (from 
8am to noon as long as the 

volume of clients permits) 
 

(SAMM) will offer blood pressure 
and blood sugar monitoring,  

non-psychiatric counseling/case 
management, as well as referrals 

to appropriate agencies.  
 

(SAMM) is staffed with one Social 
Worker, one Care Manager, 

volunteers and other personnel. 
Clients must be over the age of 
18 to be tested, and willing and 
able to assist (SAMM) staff with 

basic paperwork for the 
organization’s                   

internal use.   

About St. Anna’s Medical Mission 

St Anna's Medical Mission (SAMM) is a mobile unit that 
rotates through neighborhoods in and around New Orleans 
providing healthcare outreach, education and referrals., 
utilizing local and out-of-state volunteer doctors, nurses and 
non-medical volunteers to compliment the staff. SAMM was 
founded with the goal of being responsive to the evolving 
needs of New Orleanians and an important link to rebuilding 
access to quality healthcare. 

By taking mobile health services to people in their own 
communities, SAMM reaches a population otherwise without 
access to healthcare because of a myriad of reasons. By 
consistently being available, providing services with respect 
and dignity, SAMM earns trust, educates and empowers 
patients to become more active in their own healthcare and 
provide referral services to many new community based 
clinics and services in the New Orleans area.  Patients served 
represent a picture of deep economic, cultural and racial 
diversity, and include a high number of working class, low-

income or medically under-served people.   
 
SAMM provides a focused outreach to local musicians, the 
homeless and immigrant workers who often have unmet 
medical needs, are self-employed and lack means for health 

insurance. 
For more information, visit www.stannanola.org. 

St. Vincent de Paul Community 

Pharmacy 
1995 Gentilly Blvd. Suite C 

 
Hours of operation: 

Monday and Wednesday 
8am-1pm 

 
CLIENTS MUST ARRIVE BY 
10:00AM TO RECEIVE SAME 

DAY PRESCRIPTION 
SERVICE 

 
For more information on 
eligibility requirements, etc, 

contact the  
Pharmacy Staff at  

504-940-5031, ext 15 or ext. 17 
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Conference News 

  Congratulations to the following Vincentians now serving as            
Conference Presidents in the East Jefferson District: 

 
 

St. Rita Conference– Ron Cambias 
 
St. Matthew The Apostle Conference– Bill Siegel 
 
 
 

Please remember to share your conference news  by submitting information to 
svdpps@bellsouth.net 

 

St. Jude Honors SVdP 
With Annual Wine and Art Auction 

St. Jude’s annual Wine and Art Auction will be held on Sunday, February 13, 2011 at Holy Angels Complex, 
3500 St. Claude Ave. The event honors the works of service of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul here in 

New Orleans. 
 
The event kicks off with a gospel mass in the chapel on the grounds of Holy Angels at 11a.m.  St. Vincent de 

Paul will be recognized during the mass. 
Brunch in the courtyard will be served, with a jazz trio will provide entertainment. 
The Wine and Art auction will begin at 12:45 in the courtyard. Work from local artists such as George 
Rodrigue will be featured.  Selections from premier and privately offered wines from all over the world will 

be showcased. 
 
Proceeds from the auction will go to the St. Jude Community Center, which serves the New Orleans 

community in various areas such as: 
Providing breakfast and lunch for the homeless in the New Orleans area  
Basic education classes 
Participation in the Cornerstone Prisoner Rehabilitation Program 
Partnership with Second Harvest Food Bank 
And many others…. 
 
“It’s a privilege for us to be able to honor St. Vincent de Paul of New Orleans,” says Sr. Beth Mouch. 
Tickets for this event is $50.00 per person. 
 
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact Sr. Beth at 504-931-6993. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Letter From The Spiritual Director of The Society of  

St. Vincent de Paul 

 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Archdiocesan  Council of  

�ew Orleans 

 
1995 Gentilly Blvd. 

New Orleans, LA 70119 
 

Phone: 504-940-5031 
Fax: 504-940-5031 

e-mail: svdp@bellsouth.net 

website: svdpnola.org 

 

Top Hat 

�ewsletter Staff: 

 

 

Deacon Rudolph Rayfield 

Executive Director 

 

Mr. Claiborne Perrilliat 

President 

 

Kelly Parker  

Publications  

 

 

For Donation Pick-up &  

Delivery, call 940-5031 
ext 10 

Help Us Help Others!! 
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A new book:  

15 days of Prayer with 
St. Vincent de Paul, by 

Jean-Pierre 
Renouard, is a 
wonderful new 

resource available 

from New City Press. 
 

 It has a very 
accessible format that 
is useful for personal 

reflection and 

conference meetings. 
 

You can order by 
going to 

newcitypress.com  
and click  

“15 days of Prayer”  
 

The cost is $12.95 

 

Fellow Vincentians,  
 
I hope that the Christmas season was an occasion of much happiness and peace in your life and 
in your family.  Now that the New Year, 2011, has begun, I trust we are all renewed in our 
dedication to live out our vocation as followers of St. Vincent, Blessed Frederic Ozanam and 

Blessed Rosalie Rendu. 
 
We have an opportunity and a challenge ahead of us in the new year that I hope each of us will 
become engaged with in some way.  We are planning our first fundraiser for the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society since before Katrina.  We have been blessed with a wonderful initial contribution 
to help us with the fundraiser.  Gordon Stevens has offered us an evening on the Riverboat 
Natchez practically free of charge.  He will provide a buffet dinner, drinks and music. The date 
for the event is Saturday June 18, 2011 from 6 PM to 9 PM.  Our only expense from the 
Natchez will be a gratuity to the staff of the Natchez, based on the number of people who 

attend.   
 
We have an executive committee already planning the event that includes Vincentians Doug and 
Gay Kariker, Donna Sorensen, Virginia Roddy, Sr. Bonnie Hoffman, D.C., Carol Weaver, 
President of the Ladies of Charity and myself. We also are asking each conference of the 
Society in the archdiocese to select one member to be on our general committee.  Their 
responsibility will be to promote the fundraiser in their conferences and in their parish, 

especially seeking outside support in two areas:  attendance and silent auction donations. 
 
The price for admittance to the Natchez fundraiser will be $100.00 per person. We realize that 
some conference members may not be able to afford that amount.  That is our reason for 
encouraging members to contact people you know in your parish who can afford that amount. 
We hope to have 300 people on board the Natchez for the evening. We are also hoping to 
have a special patrons reception for those who are able to contribute significantly more than 

the $100 admittance.  
 
The money that we raise will be used to continue the work of the Society throughout the 
archdiocese, especially in the pharmacy, the adult learning center, the stores and the 

administration of the Society. 
 
We welcome your suggestions and your participation on the committee in whatever capacity 

you think you can assist.   
 
Sincerely in St. Vincent and Blessed Frederic, 
 
Fr. Louis Arceneaux, C.M.  
Spiritual Director 


